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Project Overview: 
The course project is designed to connect what you are learning and experiencing in the course to your 
professional practice.  The Classroom Activities Project is designed for educators that are currently in the 
classroom.  The Alternative Project is designed to accommodate any educator in any role. As this is a 
professional learning environment feedback is imperative for learning and growth. Each project option 
requires that you provide constructive feedback on at least one colleague’s project.  We encourage you to 
engage with the project option that best aligns with your current work and professional learning goals.   

 

Classroom Activities Project: 
The Classroom Activities project provides you with an opportunity to apply what you learn during this 
course to try activities, analyze students’ thinking and plan lessons for your students, while receiving 
feedback from other participants.  This project culminates in the construction of a lesson plan and does 
require that you have access to a set of students for student interviews.   

The Classroom Activities Project requires you to: 

1. Select or Adapt a fractions task that is based in the context of fair-sharing or uses number lines 
as the primary representational tool. 

2. Interview students (details and support for this process are available throughout the course) 
engaging with this task. 

3. Develop and submit a fractions lesson plan based on what you have learned from the student 
interviews.  

4. Provide feedback on at least one colleague’s project.   
5. Submit an attempt at 3 or more of the fair-sharing or number line micro-credentials.  

 
Teachers completing the classroom activities project will also have the opportunity to earn a stack of 
micro-credentials.  The MOOC-Ed team is currently piloting a set of micro-credentials that can be earned 
by demonstrating competency in certain areas of fraction instruction.  These micro-credentials, in the form 
of digital badges, will be pursued in tandem with completion of the classroom activities project throughout 
the course.  The project requires attempts at earning 3 micro-credentials, but does not require that all are 
fully earned prior to the close the course.  Micro-credentials will remain accessible after the course closes 
to allow educators to earn them on their own time. They are also accessible to educators outside of the 
MOOC-Ed that are interested in earning these badges, feel free to invite colleagues to engage. Visit 
https://place.fi.ncsu.edu/mod/page/view.php?id=2032 to learn more about the fractions micro-credentials. 

 

Alternative project : 
Those of you who are not currently teaching or working directly with students can select the Alternative 
project option.  This project allows you to create a custom project that is relevant to your professional 
needs. There are no restrictions on what you create, the expectation is that you create and submit a 
project that is immediately applicable to your professional context and is based in the knowledge gained 
throughout this course. Projects submitted by past participants have included professional development 
activities, a rubric for observing classrooms during fraction instruction, materials specifically developed for 
special needs students, district wide PD plans, etc.   

https://place.fi.ncsu.edu/mod/page/view.php?id=2032
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The Alternative Project requires you to: 

1. Design and share an alternative project proposal. 
2. Provide feedback and/or suggest resources to support at least one colleague’s proposal. 
3. Develop and submit your project based on what you have learned from the course.  
4. Provide feedback on at least one colleague’s project submission. 

 

Drawing on the knowledge of the MOOC-Ed community:  
Take advantage of access to the MOOC-Ed community of educators in this course and enjoy the Benefits 
of Collaboration. If you are interested in working in collaboration with a course colleague to complete one 
of the project options, instructions and support for doing so are available in the How do I find a Partner?” 
document. Project submissions of collaborative efforts must indicate the full names of all members of the 
group. 

 

Timeline: 
Work on the project will be spread across the first four units of the course. During the fourth and fifth 
units, you will post your project in the discussion forum and provide each other constructive feedback. 
You are welcome to complete the project either individually or in small teams. If you choose to complete 
the project as a team, you only need to submit one project. However, in order to receive credit for CEUs 
all team members must upload a copy and be listed on the project submission. 

In addition to submitting a project, those who plan to obtain a certificate of completion for CEUs are 
required to provide constructive feedback to at least one other participant’s project.  Everyone is 
encouraged to complete a project and provide feedback to others in order to deepen their own learning 
during the course. 

 

Schedule  Classroom Activities 
Project 

Alternative Project 

Unit 2/3 1) Select at least one fair-
sharing or number line fractions 
problem and plan when you will 
attempt it with your class or 
small groups of students.  
 
2) Conduct interviews with 
several students about their 
strategies for the problem. For 
more information on interviews 
with students, watch examples 
of interviews, [transcript], with 
students and/or read a summary 
about clinical interviews. 

Unit 2:  
1) Download and save with a 
new name the Alternative 
Project Proposal Form.  
Complete the form by 
describing your project's 
rationale, goals, planned 
content, and development 
schedule.  
  
2) Share your proposal in the 
discussion forum either by 
pasting the information directly 
into the text box or uploading 

http://fi-courses.s3.amazonaws.com/fractions/unit1/Project/The%2BBenefits%2Bof%2BCollaboration.pdf
http://fi-courses.s3.amazonaws.com/fractions/unit1/Project/The%2BBenefits%2Bof%2BCollaboration.pdf
http://fi-courses.s3.amazonaws.com/fractions/unit1/Project/How%2Bto%2Bfind%2Ba%2Bpartner.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FqHiJWN8sqE&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FqHiJWN8sqE&feature=youtu.be
http://fi-courses.s3.amazonaws.com/fractions/Project%20tasks/Transcript%2BInt-with-Students%2Bexamples.pdf
https://youtu.be/FqHiJWN8sqE
https://youtu.be/FqHiJWN8sqE
http://fi-courses.s3.amazonaws.com/Microcredentials/Fractions/fairsharing/Clinical%2Binterview%2Binformation.pdf
http://fi-courses.s3.amazonaws.com/Microcredentials/Fractions/fairsharing/Clinical%2Binterview%2Binformation.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/info.mooc-ed.org/fractions1/Project/Clinical+interview+information.pdf
http://fi-courses.s3.amazonaws.com/fractions/unit1/Project/Alternative%2BProject%2BProposal%2BForm.pdf
http://fi-courses.s3.amazonaws.com/fractions/unit1/Project/Alternative%2BProject%2BProposal%2BForm.pdf
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3) Share your reflection in the 
discussion forum.  
Your discussion can include: 
The problems you used with 
your students. 
Strategies your students used to 
solve each problem, including 
the understandings, confusions 
and misconceptions they 
showed in their work and in your 
interviews 
 
4) Provide feedback to your 
colleagues. 
 
5) Classroom Activities project 
only: Submit an attempt at two 
of the Fraction Micro-
credentials. (We recommend 
attempting Apply your 
understanding and Conduct a 
Student Interview as they align 
with the timeline of the course 
project.) 

it. (We recommend pasting the 
content, as it allows your 
colleagues to review the 
content without downloading 
your form.)  
 
3) Provide feedback on one or 
more of your colleagues' 
project ideas.  
 
Unit 3 
4) Begin development of your 
project based on the feedback 
that you received in the 
previous unit's discussion. 
Prepare to post it for feedback 
over the course of Unit 4.   
 
5) Classroom Activities project 
only: Submit an attempt at two 
of the Fraction Micro-
credentials. (We recommend 
attempting Apply your 
understanding and Conduct a 
Student Interview as they align 
with the timeline of the course 
project.) 

Unit 4 1) Create your project consisting 
of: 
What you have learned in your 
student interviews that you will 
apply in teaching fractions in the 
future. 
A lesson plan based on one or 
both of the problems that you 
have implemented and what you 
have learned from your 
interviews with students. 
 
2) Share your project in the 
discussion forum either by 
uploading it or pasting the 
information directly into the text 
box.  
 
3) Provide feedback on at least 
one of your colleague’s projects. 

1) Finalize your project 
consisting of: 

1.  Your project's 
rationale and goals.  

2. Your product to 
address those goals. It 
can be a draft version. 

3. What you plan to do 
next to complete or 
use the product. 

4. Questions on which 
you would like to have 
input from other 
participants. 

2) Share your project in the 
discussion forum either by 
uploading it or pasting the 
information directly into the 
text box.  
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(Note: Project review will 
continue throughout units 4 and 
5). 

3) Provide feedback on at 
least one of your colleague’s 
projects. (Note: Project review 
will continue throughout units 4 
and 5). 
 

Unit 4/5 1) Review and provide 
constructive feedback about the 
projects submitted by at least 1 
other participant, and review the 
feedback you receive. 
 
2) Classroom Activities project 
only: Submit an attempt at a 
third Fraction micro-credential. 
(We recommend attempting 
Build a Plan as it aligns with the 
lesson plan you have created.) 
 
 

1) Review and provide 
constructive feedback about 
the projects submitted by at 
least 1 other participant, and 
review the feedback you 
receive. 
 
2) Classroom Activities project 
only: Submit an attempt at a 
third Fraction micro-credential. 
(We recommend attempting 
Build a Plan as it aligns with 
the lesson plan you have 
created.) 

 


